1 John 3:1-2
“Children of God”

Scripture:  1 John 3:1-10

Memory Verse:  “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God.”  1 John 3:1

Lesson Focus:  We are loved by God and part of His family.  
Activities and Crafts:  Coloring pages, Word search, and craft for 1st and 2nd graders.
Craft:  “Child of the King” Name Plaque:  give each of the kids a name plaque.  Tell them to put their names on the plaque and they may decorate them with stickers.  Have them punch the two wholes out and tie them with yarn to hang in their rooms.
Introduction:  Next week in Valentines Day.  Valentines Day is a day that we are suppose to tell people we love them.  We are going to play a game to see how much God loves us.  Teachers:  (we will do this for you) write “God so loved the world that He gave His Son.”  One word on 10 hearts.  Divide the kids into groups of 10 kids.  Depending on how many groups you have, choose that many sets of the verse and throw them all over in the middle of the room.  Tell the ten groups that they each have to find one of the words to the verse to win.  Tell them to go all at the same time.  Once the chaos is over tell the kids to get ready to read about the great love of God.
Bible Study:


1 John 3:1 “Beloved Children”


√  What did God bestow on us? (love)



John is amazed that sinners by God’s grace become God’s 




children.  The word “see” or “behold” is both a command and a 



explanation that tells readers to pay close attention to what he has 



to say.  The words “what manner” or “how great” occurs only 



seven times in the New Testament and shows great astonishment.  



What John is saying is that it is hard to express in human language 



how amazing it is that God loves humans like He does.  Ephesians 



3:19 says “to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge.”


√  What does bestow mean?  Do we earn it?  The word “bestow” could 



also be “lavished.”  It carries with it the idea of not earning God’s 



love but it is given freely.


√  What does the “love of God mean to you?




God’s love is amazing!  It is not like human love that can end.  



God’s love never ends.  He does not love us based on what we 



have done – He loves us because He made us and has always 



wanted us to know Him.  In John 17:23 as Jesus is praying to God 



right before He is arrested He said, “…that the world may know 



that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved 



me.”   The word “as” means “to the same degree.”  Jesus is saying 



that God loves us (His adopted children) as much as He loves 



Jesus.


√  What are we called?  (Children of God)  This is showing us how much 



God loves us.  We can imagine God saving us through Jesus…but 



He did not have to allow us to be part of His family.  


√  What is a “child of God?”  


Child of God:  Let’s take a look at what a child of God looks like.



1.  A child of God needs to believe in Jesus.    John 1:12:  “But as 




many as receive Him, to them He gave the right to become 




children of God, to those who believe in His name.”


*  First step is to believe in Jesus as our Savior



a.  Admit you are a sinner



b.  Believe in Jesus as your Savior



c.  Commit your life to Him

2.  A child of God follows the Holy Spirit.

a.  The Spirit lives inside of us and gives us the security 


that we belong to Jesus.  Romans 8:16:  “The Spirit 


Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 


children of God.”


b.  The Spirit of God is our “guarantee” of our acceptance 


into heaven.  Ephesians 1:13-14, says “you were 


sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the 


guarantee of our inheritance…”  The word 



“sealing” means commitment (like an engagement 


ring.)  It is the promise of a commitment to another 


person.  When we are saved the Holy Spirit lives 


inside of us and is our commitment from God that 


He will see us through this life and to eternity.  But 


the Holy Spirit is also our “down-payment” to show 

that God will finish His work in us. (Phil. 1:6)
c. A child of God follows the Spirit of God

             Romans 8:14 says, 


“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 

 are sons of God.”  A child of God allows the Holy 
Spirit to lead our life.  How do we follow the Holy 
Spirit?  We read God’s Word and pray.  We ask 
God to help us in every area of our lives.  We love 
God with all of our heart, soul and mind.  
3. A child of God has a Heavenly Father:




Romans 8:15  “For you did not receive the spirit of 





bondage again to fear, but you received the Sprit of 





adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”  When we 




accept Jesus as our Savior we are adopted into the family of 



God.  That means we have a heavenly Father that loves us 




with the love of a father.  The word Abba is Aramaic for 




“Papa.”  



4.  A child of God has a future inheritance:  Romans 8:17,   “…and 



if children, then heirs – heirs of God and joint heirs with 




Christ…”  Just like a king who leaves an inheritance to his 




children; we have a future Kingdom that we will inherit.  




Jesus told us in John 14:2-3; “In My Father’s house are 




many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.  




And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 




and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may 




be also.”



5.  A child of God imitates God;  Ephesians 5:1:  “Therefore be 




imitators of God as dear children.”
We can only imitate 




God as we know Him.  Peter told us to be “holy as God is 




holy.”  





Game:  Play a game of “Simon Says”….choose a child to 




come up and everyone has to follow what he does.  
You 




may give several children a chance to play.  Tell the kids 




just like that silly game, we are to imitate God.  





√ Now we cannot see God….so how do we imitate God?






(By knowing Jesus!  Jesus showed us what God was 




like.  We learn from Jesus in the Bible about how 





we are to live.)
 



6.  A child of God follows the light of God:  Ephesians: 5:8:  




“Walk as children of the light.”  How we live our life 




matters to God.  What we say matters to God.  If we are 




children of the King then we want to live for Him.  We 




want to please Him in everything we do and say.  



7.  A child of God does not follow the world’s values.  Johns says 




here that the world will not know us.  The world does not 




walk in the light.  The world does not recognize our values 




as we seek to be like Jesus.  Jesus told us that the world 




hated Him and it will hate us also.  


1 John 3:2 “Family Resemblance”



John says “now” you are a child of God.  The moment you accept Jesus as 


your Savior you have a place in God’s family.  



√  Who do you look like?



√  Do you know what you will do in the future?



We do not know what we will become in the future – but God does.  



√What two things will happen in eternity?

1. When we are in eternity with Jesus we will be like Him.  We will become all that we were meant to be in Jesus.  

     √  Who makes us more like Jesus?  (The Spirit of God)

     2 Corinthians 3:18 says, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”  The Spirit of God is working on the inside of us to change us.  It does not happen over night…but throughout our whole life He makes us more and more like Jesus.  We are not changed or transformed without the Spirit of God.  

2. We will see Jesus in all of His glory.  Jesus is God.  When we live forever in eternity and see Jesus as who He really is we will worship Him for eternity.  We do not know a lot about heaven but we can read in Revelation some description of the Kingdom of God.  In Revelation 21:23 it says, “The city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it.  The Lamb is its light.”  We will live forever in the light of Jesus….that will be amazing!
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